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Expanding 
the Rome 
Center 
experience
As a Jesuit institution with a mission of 
educating students from all backgrounds, 
making the transformative study-abroad 
experience accessible for more students is 
a priority for the John Felice Rome Center. 
We do this not only through expanding 
scholarship support for students but also 
by expanding our academic program to 
enable more students to study at the JFRC 
and in different ways. As we look to the 
future, we remain focused on enhancing our 
program to meet the changing demands 
of an increasingly complex world while 
also remaining true to our core values of 
community, learning, justice, and faith.

Learn more on pg. 3 about new core courses 
being offered this academic year. They 
represent an important step in enabling 
students from certain disciplines to be able 
to come to Rome while staying on track 
with their coursework.

Photo by Tate Stafford (JFRC ‘14–’15)
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New courses in Rome, shared 
business program in Spain

   

Dear JFRC Alumni, 
Family, and Friends,
It is always a pleasure to write 
to you and share news from the 
JFRC. We have much to be proud 
of, and recent months have given 
us even more reason. Here are a 
few examples:

•	 We have opened dynamic new 
spaces on campus

•	 Enrollments are up for the 
2015–16 academic year

•	 Our curriculum is expanding to 
include more students

The study-abroad experience is 
becoming increasingly relevant in 
our global economy. According to 
a 2012 Election Eve/Day national 
public opinion poll commissioned 
by NAFSA: Association of Inter-
national Educators, Americans 
support international education, 
even amidst concern about the 
US economy and other national 
issues. In order to innovate and 
compete, we must prepare stu-
dents to navigate life and careers 
in an interconnected world.

Opening young Americans' minds 
and hearts to other countries 
and cultures will be invaluable 
experience as they go on to 
become leaders in our society. As 
a result of studying abroad, many 
students become more engaged 
in their studies, gain a global 
perspective, and learn to be more 
self-reliant, independent, and 
confident. This experience can 
even help define a career path for 

some students, which is evident 
in some of the alumni stories we 
share with you in this newsletter.

As studying abroad becomes 
more important, so, too, does our 
obligation to make the experi-
ence more accessible through 
increasing scholarship opportuni-
ties and expanding curriculum to 
make it easier for students from 
many diverse fields of study to 
attend the JFRC. Expanding and 
internationalizing our curricu-
lum, as evidenced by our new 
double-degree program with 
Loyola University Andalucía, 
adds an additional layer of global 
knowledge, awareness, and cross-
cultural competence to the JFRC 
experience.

While the world changes rapidly, 
some things remain the same: 
the sense of community and love 
that have always been part of the 
JFRC experience, being a “home 
away from home” for our stu-
dents, and providing a safe and 
consistent environment in which 
our students can have the same 
awakening you did.

Our connection to the spirit of the 
Rome Center, and to John Felice, 
remains as strong today as it was 
at the time of our founding more 
than 50 years ago. You are an 
important part of that legacy.

With love and appreciation,

Emilio Iodice
Director, John Felice Rome Center
Vice President, Loyola University Chicago

T R A N S F O R M I N G  T H E  R O M E  C E N T E R

M E S SAG E FRO M T H E D IRE C T O R

Named for Dr. John Felice, founder of the Rome 
Center, this award is conveyed annually at the 
Loyola University Chicago Founders’ Dinner to 
an alumnus(a) for leadership in business and 
community along with support of the Rome 
Center.

ANTHONY F. PIAZZA II 
JFRC ’62–’63 
Lifelong champion of the Rome Center

Anthony “Tony” F. Piazza II is a lifelong champion 
and active supporter of the John Felice Rome 
Center. He is the former president of RSI Kitchen 
and Bath and was a member of the first full-year 
class at the Rome Center from fall 1962 to spring 
1963. There, he met his future wife, Susan Brazier 
Piazza (JFRC Spring ’63). Piazza and his wife 
endowed the Anthony and Susan Brazier Piazza 
Scholarship to provide support for students who 
want to study at the JFRC.

When Susan passed away in 2011, Piazza began 
planning a substantial gift in her memory and 
a tribute to their 45 years of marriage—the first 
million-dollar current commitment in the history 
of the Rome Center. This gift is supporting capital 
improvements on campus as part of the Rome 
Center’s campaign, including updating and 
renovating common spaces, academic spaces, 
offices, and student residences. In recognition of 
this gift, Loyola named the information commons 
in Rome the Anthony and Susan Brazier Piazza 
Information Commons.

Congratulations, Tony!

2015 FE LI CE AWA RD 
RE CIPIE N T

A C A D E M I C  U P D A T E

D r. Alexander Evers, DPhil (Oxon), 
associate dean for academic affairs 
and assistant professor of classical 

studies and ancient history, has taken up the 
mantle from Dr. Susana Cavallo, former dean 
of faculty at the JFRC, in broadening the Rome 
Center curriculum. Their combined work 
has created a thriving, expanding academic 
community at the JFRC. The curriculum has 
grown to 70 course offerings, with highly 
qualified faculty in disciplines ranging from 
traditional liberal arts subjects such as classics, 
art history, theology, and philosophy to social 
sciences, business, and the exact sciences.

Since last spring, the JFRC expanded 
its business courses to nine, including 
“Introduction to International Business” 
for business majors. Environmental studies 
is expanding to include “The Ecology of 
the Mediterranean” and “The Science of 
Renaissance Art.”

This academic year, the JFRC begins 
offering courses on cell biology in the fall 
and genetics in the spring, two core courses 
for virtually all pre-health and science 
majors. This is an important step in enabling 
more pre-health and nursing students to 
study abroad and stay on track with their 
coursework. And we had 16 nursing students 
begin studies at the JFRC this fall!

Rome Start is a unique program for students 
attending high school outside of the United 
States as well as select US high school students 
with demonstrated international interest. 
Rome Start students spend their first full 
Loyola undergraduate year at the Rome Center 
and then continue their degree in Chicago. 
Rome Start is a great way for students to gain 
a global perspective during their education 
while earning a renowned Loyola degree. This 
year, there are 27 Rome Start students.

One of the JFRC’s new programs is the 

double-degree business program between 
Loyola University Chicago and Loyola 
University Andalucìa in Seville, Spain, which 
began this fall. This innovative program 
enables students to get a business degree in 
both the US and the European Union while 
spending time at three campuses: Chicago, 
Seville, and Rome. This fall, 15 students 
from Loyola University Andalucìa started at 
the JFRC. Meanwhile, a class of 16 students 
(pictured top of page) from Spain began the 
program in Chicago.

COURSE OFFERINGS NURSING STUDENTS 
BEGIN STUDIES THIS 
FALL

ROME START 
STUDENTS

STUDENTS FROM 
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 
ANDALUCÌA

JFRC BY THE NUMBERS

70 16 2715

The first class of 16 Loyola University Andalucìa students plus their orientation leader (bottom row, middle) at Loyola University Chicago

Staff and 
students  
from Spain 
and Chicago
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Grapevines at St. Francis Winery & Vineyards

“I remember arriving in Rome on August 
24, 1985, after taking an all-night train 
from Switzerland,” says Christopher 

Silva (JFRC ’85–’86). “I remember that first 
day in Rome thinking that I wasn’t going to 
stay just one semester but I would figure out 
a way to stay all year, which I did.”

Silva is president and CEO of St. Francis 
Winery & Vineyards in California’s Sonoma 
Valley where his family has lived for five 
generations. 

“One thing Italians have perfected is 
the appreciation of wine as a mealtime 
beverage,” says Silva. “Wine elevates eating 
into dining. You dress a table with good 
food, good people, and good wine and you 
need nothing more to have a memorable 
evening.”

Silva attended the Rome Center during 
his senior year at Loyola Marymount 
University. He stayed on to attend law 
school there and practiced law for nine 
years before taking over the St. Francis 
Winery at age 38, where he’s remained the 
past 12 years.

“Rome gave me a comfort level around 
all kinds of people and prepared me well for the future,” he says. 
“When you are the only American in the room, you try to find common 
ground. And I’ve had to do that a lot in business, particularly as we look 
to expand our brand internationally.”

Silva recalls Fr. James Arimond and John Felice constantly reminding 
students that it was good to stretch themselves beyond their comfort 
zones and experience people and cultures and lessons they will take 
with them the rest of their lives. And that exploration and cultural 
understanding, Silva says, begins with forming good relationships.

“At our winery, we are very much in the relationship business. Above 
all, it’s about the quality of wine we put in the bottle, but it’s also about 
those relationships we build along the way with people who sell and 
share and drink and buy our wine,” says Silva.

 Among the fondest memories of the Rome Center for Silva are his 

encounters with John Felice.
“I used to see Dr. Felice almost every day. He often spent time in 

the piazza or the mensa and ate lunch with us,” says Silva. “He always 
wanted to hear what the students were up to and was a remarkably 
inquisitive man in the best sense of the word. He and Kate Felice and  
Fr. Arimond often reminded us that when we explore the world, what 
we learn the most about is ourselves.”

While in Rome, Silva describes the profound impact of visiting 
the Soviet Union during Perestroika under the leadership of Mikhail 
Gorbachev and his glasnost policy reform.

“Flying from Rome to Moscow was like in the Wizard of Oz when 
Dorothy goes from color to black and white. We went from Italy, which 
is so lively and passionate, to the Soviet Union where, at the time, it was 
so much darker and so much quieter.

 “On the bus from the airport to our hotel near Red Square, someone 
played Sting on cassette singing ‘If the Russians love their children, 
too.’ While driving down the snowy streets of Moscow, that song really 
brought home the fact that yes, we were in a different place than we 
were used to, but people like us lived there as well.”

 Last summer when Silva visited Rome, he took his teenage children 
to Ambasciata d’Abruzzo—a restaurant where one pays a flat rate and 
is served food and wine all evening. He reconnected with a man named 
Italo, the 85-year-old owner who had been there when Silva was a 
student. Among Italo’s fondest memories over the years are students 
from the Rome Center coming to enjoy the atmosphere.

Silva hosted a JFRC alumni event at St. Francis Winery last July and 
hopes to do so again. Alums were given a tour of the winery. They 
tasted wine from the barrels, and outside they drank wine and ate 
housemade charcuterie on the terrace overlooking the Sonoma Valley 
estate vineyard.

Silva recalled several profound sayings among students during his 
time in Rome, including “Changes in latitudes, changes in attitudes” 
and “Such a long time to be gone. Such a short time to be there.”

While in Rome as a student, Silva’s father visited him. “My father said, 
‘You’re gonna look back on this as the best year of your life.’ We were 
sitting at a little café in Venice, and at the time I remember thinking he 
might be right,” says Silva. “I look back now, and he clearly was right. 
The Rome Center changed my view of the world and my place in it. It 
made me want to travel. The travel bug is something that once you’ve 
been truly bitten by it, it never leaves you.”

K evin Stevens (JFRC Spring ’73) began 
as dean of Loyola University Chicago’s 
Quinlan School of Business on July 1,  

2015. Prior to that, he taught at DePaul 
University for 26 years and most recently 
served as the director of DePaul’s School of 
Accountancy and Management Information 
Systems and also as the director of global 
initiatives in the College of Business. He is 
one of 12 children of a Chicago police officer 
(father) and a Chicago public school teacher of 
disabled children (mother).

We sat down with Kevin to ask about 
his memories of and extensive family 
involvement with the Rome Center.

LEAVING “THE BUG” BEHIND

In the early 1970s, I quit school at Loyola for 
two years and worked as a janitor, so I could 
save enough money to go to Rome. Before I 
left, I sold my Volkswagen bug for $500 to my 
father. One day at the Rome Center, the phone 
rang in the hall. Someone said to me, “It’s for 
you.” I was surprised, because that was rare. 
The person said, “It’s your dad.”

I picked up the phone. “Dad, is everything 
okay?”

“Yeah, but your car’s not working.”

“Well, I don’t own a car. You own a car.”

“Well, it’s not working. I need the money 
back.”

“Sorry, that money was spent a long time ago.”

MARRIED WITH CHILDREN...AND 
THEN SOME

I met my spouse through the Rome Center. I 
went first. Then two years later, she attended 
with one of my best friends, whom I had 
persuaded to go. After she returned to Loyola, 
one night I went to a Rome Center party in 
Chicago. I saw Marietta (JFRC ’74–’75, BA ’77), 
turned to my friend and said, “I’m going to marry 
that girl.” And nine years later we were engaged.

Both of our children, Patrick (JFRC Fall ’10) 
and Kevin (JFRC Fall ’12), attended. Four of 
Marietta’s siblings went there. My brother 
Sean (JFRC Fall ‘80, BA ‘81) went, and my 
cousin Mary Eileen (Spring ’62) was in the first 
JFRC class.

My cousin Patrick Tucker (JFRC ’72–‘73, BA 
’75) and I worked together at Loyola on the 
maintenance crew at the Lake Shore Campus 
and were at the Rome Center together. He 
broke his neck in a diving accident at age 24, 
became a quadriplegic, and passed away a 
few years later. My class, the class of ’72–’73, 
is giving a gift to name a classroom in his 
memory. So far, we’ve raised about $40,000.

PLANES, TRAINS, AND SPAIN

We were on the Trionfale campus on top of 
Monte Mario, further up the hill from the 
current campus. One thing we did back 
then that my kids didn’t get to do is take 
trains everywhere. Now because of Ryanair, 
everyone flies somewhere for the weekend. 
Back then if you took a train from Rome to 
Spain, it was a big deal. It took practically a 
day. We were forced to use our Italian a lot, 
which really helped us learn the language.

FROM CHICAGO TO SEVILLE TO ROME

Loyola University Andalucìa in Seville, Spain, will 
send their students to Loyola University Chicago 
for two semesters and then to the Rome Center 
for one semester. Our students in Chicago who 
commit to this program similarly will spend 
two semesters in Seville and one at the Rome 
Center. I also think it’ll be good for students who 
aren’t business majors but who attend the Rome 
Center to have access to business classes there 
that are truly international.

K E V I N  S T E V E N S  ( J F R C  S P R I N G  ‘ 7 3 ) ,  
D E A N  O F  L O Y O L A ’ S  Q U I N L A N  S C H O O L  O F  B U S I N E S S

C H R I S T O P H E R  S I L V A 
( J F R C  ’ 8 5 – ’ 8 6 )  

Winemaker  
credits JFRC  
with business acumen

A family affair

Kevin T., Patrick, Kevin J.  
and Marietta Nolan Stevens
-Kevin Stevens, Spring ’73  
& Marietta Stevens ’74–’75
(ACTUAL TILE INSCRIPTION FOR THE ALUMNI  
WALL INITIATIVE)

“For me to give financial support so that another kid like me will be able to go 
there… it has been an easy decision.”

           
                 —KE VIN STE VENS (JFRC SPRING ’73) 

 “When we 
explore the 
world, what 
we learn 

 the most 
about is  
ourselves.”

— CHRISTOPHER SILVA 

(JFRC ’85–’86)

From left to right: Kevin J., Kevin T., Marietta, and Patrick



6 7

Last chance  
to make your 
mark in Rome 

We invite you to inscribe your tile with a personal message: honor a 
loved one, celebrate a favorite professor, or leave an inspiring mes-
sage for future generations. There are four options available:

1. Decide on gift amount and tile size

2. Choose a method to make your gift:

ONLINE

•  LUC.edu/tilesforrome

•  One-time gift via credit card

•  Automatic recurring gift via credit 
    or debit card (1–18 monthly 
    installments)

CHECK

•  Instructions for remitting a check are 
at LUC.edu/tilesforrome

PHONE

•  Set up a pledge by calling
    800.424.1513 and receive monthly
    or quarterly reminders until it is 
   fulfilled

3. Submit your tile inscription online 
when you make an online gift, or call 
800.424.1513.

4. Determine whether you want a  
souvenir tile sent to you. You will 
receive a picture of your tile once it is 
installed.

HOW TO MAKE A GIFT

LOCATION

Situated at the heart of campus, the 
outdoor patio overlooking the new 
wall will be enjoyed by students, 
faculty, staff, alumni, and visitors for 
years to come.$500  

RECENT ALUM (0–10 YEARS)

4” x 8” tile with 23 characters  
per line and up to three lines of text  

$1,000
4” x 8” tile with 23 characters  
per line and up to three lines of text  

$2,500
8” x 8” tile with 23 characters  
per line and up to six lines of text

$5,000
12” x 12” tile with 23  
characters per line and  
up to six lines of text

I had never left the US before my semester 
abroad and was nervous to leave for 
four months. But the JFRC made the 

challenging experience of transitioning into 
a new culture so exciting that I can't imagine 
my semester any other way. "J-force" felt like 
home within a matter of weeks.

Even though the JFRC's facilities are 
conveniently located in one building, I 
challenged myself to go out and explore 
somewhere new every day. On-site classes 
made that very easy. As a fine arts major, 
having class at a new site in Rome each week 
to see original works made art history class 
truly unforgettable. Not many people can say 
that they took a theology class in which they 
visited a different church every week.

I always felt welcome in Balduina, and living 
in this quieter neighborhood gave me a real 
sense of what Italian lifestyle and culture is all 
about. Everything seems a little slower-paced 
than in the US. Some of my best memories 
are from hours-long community dinners with 
friends and siesta-time walks around the 
neighborhood. Three-day weekends gave me 
plenty of time to balance homework, study 

trips, and independent travel.
While the JFRC's two-week orientation 

process helped me adjust quickly to life in 
Italy, the independence the program allowed 
us throughout the semester was equally 
important and pushed me to grow as both a 
student and a "person for and with others.” 
I was inspired by other students, professors, 
and even Pope Francis to see myself as part 
of a world that is much more interconnected 
than I had ever realized. 

As the JFRC staff was quick to point out, 
you could spend years in Rome and still not 
see the whole city. But from Mass in the room 
where St. Ignatius himself died to picnics 
in Zodiac Park (something of a hidden gem 
overlook near campus), the JFRC helped me 
see the best of Rome, become more confident 
in myself, and—most importantly—to think 
globally.

I returned to Chicago at the end of the 
semester with new friends from Loyola, SLU, 
Boston College, and other schools, as well 
as the knowledge that it wasn't goodbye to 
Rome…only arrivederci.

B Y  M A U R E E N  B A Y N E S  ( J F R C  S P R I N G  ‘ 1 5 )

“I was inspired by other  
students, professors, and  
even Pope Francis to see 
myself as part of a world that 
is much more interconnected 
than I had ever realized.”

— MAUREEN BAYNES (JFRC SPRING ‘15)

Arrivederci, 
Roma!

Maureen Baynes (JFRC Spring '15) is a student at Loyola 
University Chicago studying fine arts.

Keep climbing
no matter the obstacle.

Emily Brand – Spring 09

Bunny and Peter Mudd
Rome Center 1968–69

Wed 1970 Still Together

In Memory of Leonard Sr
and Wanda Slotkowski

Len Slotkowski 1965–66
CIVIS

Deadline is Dec. 31, 2015

LEVELS OF SUPPORT

MORE EXAMPLES 
OF INSCRIPTIONS

Paolo Grande
1966–67
Un Angelo del Fango
-Dr. Paul Kelley, 66–67

Maureen McIntyre 1991
Ciao Bella 1969–2015
#LiveLikeMoeMac xoxo+p
-Family and Friends of Maureen McIntyre

Il Primo Bacio
‘70–‘71
Mark Gjovik
Married
Kitty Prokop Gjovik
March 16, 1974

Dr. Janis Fine ‘93–‘15
“Eternal” Lessons of
Hope, Spirit, and Song
-Dr. John Dugan, in honor of Dr. Janis Fine

Rome Family Summer 2008
Lauren Gina Libby Laura
Bill Dan Rob Nick Billy
-Elizabeth Hurdelbrink, Summer 2008

Veni, Vidi, Vici
For My Sons to Follow
HBobadilla  
-Humberto Bobadilla, Fall 1998
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Where do US students at the JFRC come from?

95 
COLLEGE OF THE HOLY CROSS
WORCESTER, MA

55 
SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY
SANTA CLARA, CA

91 
SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY
ST. LOUIS, MO

46 
LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY
LOS ANGELES, CA

1,145 
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
CHICAGO, IL

Top 5 feeder schools*

*Figures represent total number of students enrolled from each feeder school during 
the academic years of 2012–13, 2013–14, 2014–15, and the current fall 2015 semester.

Students who study at the JFRC while away from a home US school currently originate from 70 different schools across the country.  
This representative sample includes the academic years of 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15, and the current fall 2015 semester.

Alverno College
Aurora University
Boston College
Coe College
Colgate University
College of Charleston
College of the Holy Cross
College of William & Mary
Columbia College
Creighton University
CUNY Brooklyn College
DePaul University
DePauw University
Dickinson College
Dominican University (CA)
Duke University
Eastern University
Elon College
Fontbonne College
Fordham University
George Washington University
Gustavus Adolphus College
Harvard University
Indiana University
John Carroll University
LeMoyne College
Lewis & Clark College
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland
Loyola University New Orleans
Marian University (WI)
Marquette University
Miami University (OH)
Michigan State University

Mount Holyoke College
Northwestern University
Oakland University
Ohio State University
Ohio University - Athens
Pennsylvania State University
Providence College
Purdue University
Regis University
Rice University
Rowan University
Saint Louis University
Saint Olaf College
Saint Xavier University
San Francisco State University
Santa Clara University
Seattle University
Springfield College
Trinity University (TX)
University of Dayton
University of Denver
University of Georgia
University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign
University of Iowa
University of Michigan
University of North Carolina
University of North Dakota
University of Notre Dame
University of Oregon
University of the Redlands
University of Saint Thomas
University of San Francisco
University of Scranton
University of Tampa
Xavier University

1
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Striving is Everything. 
Theresa Liguzinski 1984 
Mike Liguzinski ‘80–‘81 
(ACTUAL TILE INSCRIPTION FOR THE ALUMNI WALL INITIATIVE)
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For more than 50 years, the John Felice 
Rome Center has been transforming 
the lives of our students. Our campus 

locations have been central to this transfor-
mation. The JFRC has had four locations, all 
on the northern side of Rome. Our campuses 
gave us a place to study, eat, sleep, have the 
best times of our lives, and make the best 
friends of our lives. Our campuses rooted us 
in Rome and gave us a place to return to after 
our travels and adventures. No matter what 
campus we attended—CIVIS, Villa Camilluc-
cia, Via Trionfale, or Via Massimi—we were 
part of a community, and we all had a place to 

call home.
Avanti! will com-

plete the physical 
transformation that 
began with Insieme 
per il futuro, the first 
phase of the Rome 
Center campaign and 
Loyola’s purchase of 

the Via Massimi campus in 2009. The JFRC’s 
physical transformation is aimed at address-
ing the needs of the whole student—mind, 
body, and spirit—and creating spaces for pur-
poseful living and learning with a measure of 
deep respect for the environment. The Rome 
Center environment is conducive to creating 
a sense of community and provides spaces 
for meaningful social, intellectual, and cul-
tural interactions between our undergradu-
ates, graduate students, and faculty.

Our coffee bar and mensa (see pg. 11) have 
recently been transformed. But they aren't 
just spaces to share meals; they are spaces for 
our students to discuss shared experiences 
and to help each other understand the world 
around them.

Thanks to the support of our generous 
alumni and friends, we have been able to 
create dynamic new spaces, and we will 
continue to build our permanent new home 
together.  The campus may have changed, 
but the experience remains the same.

The place we all called  home…

My employer, Henry Crown and Company, has a long 
tradition of recognizing employees on their 25th an-
niversary with a solid gold Rolex watch. Despite my 
appreciation of the gold embellishments of St. Peters 
and Santa Maria Maggiore, personal ornamentation 
isn’t something I need. So I requested that my employer 
break with tradition and consider making a charitable 

donation in my name to the Rome Center, which they 
did. To their contribution, I added my own personal 
‘thank you’ to the Rome Center. To acknowledge Loyola 
and the Rome Center at a time when my employer was 
looking to honor me seemed appropriate since I credit 
Loyola with having a positive impact on my formation as 
an adult and professional.

1st campus entrance (CIVIS)

2nd campus coffee bar

2nd campus entrance (Camilluccia)

3rd campus entrance (Via Trionfale)

3rd campus cafeteria

Current campus courtyard with recent improvements to modernize our infrastructure

T R A N S F O R M E D  S P A C E S  A T  T H E  R O M E  C E N T E R

BEFORE

Campus entrance

AFTER

Mensa
BEFORE

Coffee bar

4th campus courtyard (Via Massimi)

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

FE AT U RE D D O N O R  

New mensa

New coffee bar (front view)

New coffee bar (rear view)

(ACTUAL TILE INSCRIPTION FOR THE ALUMNI 

WALL INITIATIVE)

AVANTI!  
CAMPAIGN  
GOAL —  
Renovate old 
spaces, beautify 
the campus, build 
new buildings

Leonard Canino (JFRC ’72–‘73, BA ’74)

To celebrate his 40-year career in human resources, Canino made one gift to support campus renovations/name a space and another to purchase artwork for that space.

Kevin O’Connor, 1970–71
The journeys of my life
trace back to the JFRC
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FA RE WE LL FRO M T H E A LU M NI 
B OA RD PRE SID E N T

HONOR ROLL OF DONORS 2015

A s my three years as JFRC Alumni Board president ends, I 
have been asked to reflect on my time and the state of the 
JFRC. First, I am grateful to have been chosen to serve.

The bylaws define our purpose to be an essential resource to 
steward the mission of the JFRC and its advancement efforts by 
serving as ambassadors. I think we have done that. More impor-
tantly, the board has risen to new challenges and accomplished 
much. Here are a few examples:

•	 It implemented a career and professional development pro-
gram that provides alumni as career mentors for other alumni.

•	 The membership process for the board now provides for more 
diversity by class year, gender, experience, and geography. We 
now celebrate having over 40 percent of our members outside 
Chicagoland.

•	 We have alumni groups in six regions, recently adding St. Louis.   

•	 For the first time, a newly created Young Alumni subcommittee 
has engaged our newest JFRC alumni immediately after their 
Rome Center experience.

•	 We have taken a more active and leadership role with the JFRC 
advancement office on the editorial production of Il Bollettino.

•	 The Alumni Wall Initiative is the first major development initia-
tive of its kind and will provide a lasting memory in Rome.

Today is, in my view, the JFRC’s greatest time. The alumni board 
has been a positive and sustaining force behind the JFRC for two 
decades, helping the program navigate through challenges and 
opportunities. The board’s engagement and investment have 
brought the JFRC to its current place of strength and stability, and 
the future of the program is bright. 

The stunning improvements of our newly owned facility are 
well underway. The curriculum now includes business, com-

munications, and science courses as well as two popular alumni-
sponsored study trips. We have the PROLAW program, the Loyola 
University Andalucìa double-degree business program, Rome 
Start, and our own foundation board. The Insieme phase of our 10-
year campaign met its $4 million goal with Avanti! now inspiring 
continued generosity among alumni and friends of the JFRC.

I cannot acknowledge everyone who I think deserves the credit, 
but two Italian guys stand out in my mind: Michael Garanzini, S.J., 
and Emilio Iodice. Father Mike was “all in” for the JFRC from the 
outset. It became his baby and still is. Emilio’s vision and leader-
ship makes him the true successor to John Felice. We could not 
have asked for more from them.

For me personally, it has been a great run. I saw my last child, 
Lizzie, become an alum last year, joining her brother Joe. The 
Polish symposium celebrates its tenth anniversary shortly, and I 
was honored with the Felice Award. For my part, I thank Leonard 
Slotkowski (who brought me to this table), Janet Myers (who will 
lead us in development to the finish line), and Susanna Cavallo, all 
of my past and present fellow board members, Father Mike, Emilio, 
and lastly my wife, Connie. She did not attend the JFRC, but after 
33 years it is as if she did.

John Felice is smiling up there as his life’s work climbs to greater 
heights. The experience he created gave us all a unique advantage 
in life. Yet, we keep learning. For the world is and will always be 
our classroom.

John Kurowski (JFRC ’73–’74, BA ‘75)

A positive and 
sustaining force

The Rome Center would like to offer its sincere appre-
ciation and thanks to all donors for this past fiscal year, 
which includes alumni, friends, and other members of the 
extended JFRC community. We could not do all that we do 
without your regular support and generosity.

For a list of Società di Donatori donors ($1,000 or 
more) from our last fiscal year, July 1, 2014–June 30, 2015, 
please visit LUC.edu/jfrcalumni/donors.

Connie and John Kurowski (JFRC ‘73–’74, BA ‘75)

April 17, 2015
ST. LOUIS ALUMNI APERITIVO

Alumni in St. Louis gathered at Leslie Hindman 
Auctioneers for an exclusive preview of her 
spring auction pieces and learned what to 
look for (and what to watch out for!) when 
purchasing art and antiques. 

April 18, 2015
LA ALUMNI APERITIVO

Alumni in LA enjoyed a spirited evening out 
together last spring. Starting with food and 
drinks at the Parlor, guests then headed across 
the street for an improv show at the Ground-
lings, best known for starting the careers of 
Will Ferrell, Chris Kattan, Ana Gasteyer, Kristen 
Wiig, and Michaela Watkins to name a few.

April 30, 2015
CLEVELAND ALUMNI APERITIVO

Alumni in Cleveland gathered at the re-
nowned Great Lakes Brewing Co. to enjoy 
its featured beer, hors d'oeuvres, as well as a 
private brewery tour. Special thanks to Great 
Lakes Brewing Co. owner Patrick Conway 
(JFRC ’73–’74, BA ‘74) for making the evening a 
unique experience!

July 11, 2015
SAN FRANCISCO ALUMNI APERITIVO

San Francisco alumni had the exclusive oppor-
tunity to tour and taste the wines of St. Francis 
Winery & Vineyards this summer! Hosted by 
winery owner Christopher Silva (JFRC ‘85–’86), 
alumni received a private tour and enjoyed a 
wine tasting of St. Francis’s prized wines. See 
pg. 4 for an article about Silva.

Recent alumni gatherings
St. Francis Winery & Vineyards, host site for San Francisco Alumni Aperitivo on July 11

Class of 1969–70 reunion on Sept. 26

A L U M N I  R E C O N N E C T

July 23, 2015
NYC ALUMNI APERITIVO

Alumni in the New York tri-state area 
enjoyed an evening at Ai Fiori with former 
JFRC Dean of Faculty Susana Cavallo, who 
shared her memories and unique per-
spective of leading the JFRC’s academic 
programming. Guests enjoyed wine, hors 
d’oeuvres, and a chance to catch up with 
fellow alumni.

September 11–13, 2015

40TH REUNION: CLASS OF 1974–75

Over 50 members of the class of 1974–75 
celebrated their 40th reunion in Chicago. 
They gathered for an evening opening 
reception in Loyola’s new John and Kathy 
Schreiber Center, complete with a Via Tri-
onfale “photo booth,” tours, a lavish Italian 
dinner at Galleria Marchetti, and a private 
closing Mass and brunch.

September 25–27, 2015

45TH REUNION: CLASS OF 1969–70

The class of 1969–70 celebrated their 45th 
reunion over three days in Chicago. More 
than 60 classmates enjoyed iconic Chicago 
experiences like the Navy Pier Ferris Wheel, 
the Billy Goat Tavern, an architectural tour 
on the Chicago River, and an Italian dinner 
on Taylor Street. This class gets together 
every five years!

Class of 1974–75 reunion on Sept. 11–13
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Frascati

Hadrian’s Villa

Ostia Antica Castel Gandolfo

OTHER REUNION HIGHLIGHTS:

• Ancient Port of Ostia Antica was founded by the fourth 
king of Rome, Ancus Marcius in 7th Century BC. It became 
the greatest military and commercial seaport of Rome, 
used to transport food and supplies into town. Much of the 
ruins are still intact.

• Borghese Gallery was started by Cardinal Scipio Borghese 
in the 17th century and contains masterworks by Bernini, 
Raphael, and Titian and beautiful surrounding gardens.

• Frascati is the heart and soul of a famous wine area and 
site of the majestic Villa Aldobrandini. It was extensively re-
built after World War II damage. Guests will enjoy a special 
guided tour of its gardens along with a wine tasting.

• Castel Gandolfo is a beautiful and charming medieval 
town overlooking the volcanic Lake Albano, voted one of 
the most beautiful towns in Italy. This town continues to be 
the place where the popes make their summer residence.

•	

Reunite with  
the art of Rome  
and Professor  
John Nicholson
We are lucky to have none other than re-
nowned JFRC Professor John Nicholson join 
us for some of our reunion activities. Please 
enjoy a sampling of Dr. Nicholson’s notes on 
our reunion program:

The 2016 All-Class Reunion will provide an 
opportunity to “reunite” with Rome’s rich 
artistic and architectural heritage. Included 
in the program is a visit to the Borghese Gal-
lery famous for its Renaissance and Baroque 
masterpieces. Among these are Raphael’s 
Entombment of Christ, Titian’s mysterious 
Sacred and Profane Love, and early works by 
Caravaggio. Also offered is a visit to St. Peter’s 
in the Vatican, the Museums, and the Sistine 
Chapel, where Michelangelo’s frescos illustrate 
the themes of Creation, Original Sin, Salvation, 
and Judgement.

Several visits to the environs of Rome are 
on the program. Ostia Antica, the remains 
of Rome’s ancient port, is situated near the 
mouth of the Tiber. Founded in the seventh 
century BC, the settlement developed into a 
thriving port, the gateway for the city’s grain 
supply and other essential needs. 
Another proposed visit is 
to Hadrian’s Villa near 
the ancient town 
of Tibur (modern 
Tivoli). 

You studied in Rome. You became entranced by its 
history and cultural magnificence. If you haven’t been 
back lately, there is no better time to come and visit the 

Rome Center and once again lose yourself in the streets of the 
Eternal City.

See firsthand the numerous changes happening at the Rome 
Center, both recent and future, physical and academic. Take 
classes and guided tours from Rome Center professors and 
other leaders. Enjoy optional excursions to Ancient Port of Os-
tia or Hadrian’s Villa at Tivoli. There’s something for everyone.

Register or learn more at LUC.edu/jfrcalumni.

JOHN FELICE ROME CENTER ALL-CLASS REUNION  

Rome, Italy  •  May 21–27, 2016

Return to

Borghese Gallery

“The word ‘connected’ comes to mind when  
I think of how I and my classmates back  
in ’68–’69 have been since that exhausting first 
day in Rome. Things have never been the same 
since...not ever. Why do I want to go back?  
To see how that connectedness has affected  
not only my friends but ALL of us.”

—JOHN J. O’CONNELL JR . – JFRC ’68-‘69

(ACTUAL TILE INSCRIPTION FOR THE ALUMNI WALL INITIATIVE)

Roma!

Professor John 
Nicholson

Ingrid Ziebarth Marino
JFRC, Spring 1994
Forever Rome



Calendar of events
Visit LUC.edu/jfrcalumni for a complete list of upcoming events.

SAN FRANCISCO ALUMNI APERITIVO
December 3, 2015  •  7–9 pm  •  Location TBD 

REGISTER:  LUC.edu/jfrcalumni/sanfrancisco

Join fellow San Francisco alumni for their annual winter gathering 
and to kick-off the holiday season! Enjoy a selection of wine, beer and 
appetizers while mingling with local JFRC alumni. 

CHICAGO ALUMNI GIVE BACK
December 13, 2015  •  1–4 pm  •  Merchandise Mart

REGISTER:  LUC.edu/jfrcalumni/chicagogives

Join fellow JFRC alumni in the Chicago area for this annual service 
event, organized by JFRC Alumni Board Member Claire Dittrich. For 
just a few hours, we will pack and organize donated gifts for the 
Catholic Charities of Chicago, who then deliver them to families in 
need. Then we will enjoy drinks at a local watering hole.

ST. LOUIS ALUMNI APERITIVO
March 3, 2016  •  Location TBD

Save the date for this annual spring gathering to connect with fellow 
JFRC alumni in St. Louis. We’ll take advantage of the Missouri Valley 
Conference finals in town, celebrating wins (and losses) JFRC style!

JFRC ALL-CLASS REUNION
May 21–27, 2016  •  Rome Center

REGISTER:  LUC.edu/jfrcalumni

Join us next May as we gather alumni from all classes to see the new 
and exciting developments on campus and reminisce about one of 
the great experiences of your college days. And don’t miss special 
tours, events, and the chance to “take a class” from none other than 
Professor John Nicholson! Learn more on pgs. 14–15.

John Felice Rome Center
820 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1700

Chicago,	IL	60611		•		800.424.1513
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